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Attention Members and Advisers: 
 
A year ago, I counted down the days until my term 
would start as your 2010-2011 NJ FBLA State Presi-
dent. It was always a dream to serve a state officer posi-
tion for an organization that has instilled me many busi-
ness and leadership skills. Logically, we should always 
give to those who have inspired or assisted us in becom-
ing successful. If not, everyone around us including  
ourselves will never reach their fullest potential. 
 
When I started my term on June 1, 2010, I knew that 

our state chapter would Break Barriers only if every member, adviser, and business-
professional would work collectively with transparent communication. Through 
emails, blogs, Facebook, conference calls, and much more, your State Officer Team 
worked diligently to ensure that communication succeeded from top to bottom and 
vise versa.  But we didn’t just stop at extensive communication; we reached new 
heights with new programs and projects. Local chapters in our state participated in 
the national program the Passport of Progress. The significance of this is how chapter 
members and advisers are willing to become involved with a program that increases 
local chapter involvement. The more local chapter involvement, the stronger we be-
come as a state chapter and as future business leaders. 
 
Being a member, state and national officer for Future Business Leaders of America 
can sometimes be indescribable because it has made a huge transformation for me 
these past your years. I always wanted to be a confident, effective leader and never 
knew that my dreams could one day come true. For those who are going onto higher 
education, never forget the skills FBLA has provided you with; and to those who will 
be members next year, never turn down a challenge when achieving your dream. 
 
Thank you for an extraordinary year as your State President. 
  
Best of Luck, 

 ���������	
	����
��	  

Anthony Parascondola 

201`0-2011 State President 
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BY DARSHIL DHARIA 
HUNTERDON CENTRAL HS 
 FBLA chapters from throughout New Jer-
sey met at the Raritan Expo Center in Edison, NJ 
for the 2011 SLC on March 10-11. The conference 
kicked off on with a general session. During the 
general assembly, NJ FBLA members gathered to 
listen to the 2010-2011 State Officers, general in-
formation about the two-day conference, and listen 
to the featured guest speaker—Alton Jamison. 
Jamison told his interesting life story. His motiva-
tional words were based around leadership. 
 Following the general assembly, lunch was 
served where students had a chance to network 
with other members. After, members running for 
next year’s State Office presented their campaign 
speeches. Each candidate did a fantastic job. For the 
duration of the day, students participated in their re-
spective competitive events. 

In the evening, students gathered to look at 
the campaign booths for the members running for 
State Office. Voting delegates, members, and advis-
ers had a chance to go around and personally talk to 
each of the running members. 

After a busy day listening to speakers and 
networking, students had a great time at the annual 
March of Dimes Blue Jeans for Babies dance.  Hun-
dreds of members enjoyed the night dancing, net-
working, and watching our State Parliamentarian, 
Evan Murphy, get pied in the face. 

On the second day of the conference, voting 
delegates were up bright and early to vote for the 
2011-2012 State Officers. Some members competed 
in the second round of their competitive events. Later 
that day at the Awards Assembly, Frank Benowitz 
hosted the NJ FBLA Trivia Challenge, followed by 
NJ FLBA’s Got Talent, where students showed off 
their talent on stage. After, the new State Officers 
were announced and installed. 

As the names and winners of the competitive 
events were called, students waited with anticipation to 
see who would advance to the NLC. To close the 2011 
State Leadership Conference, the State Officers gave 
their final good-byes to NJ FBLA. 

It has been a wonderful year with NJ FBLA, and 
the 2011 SLC could not have been better. We wish the 
new State Officers and the finalists for Nationals all the 
very best. Let’s Create a Legacy at Nationals in Or-
lando, Florida. 
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BY EVA WU 
WHIPPANY PARK HS 
 The Future Business Leaders of America at Montville 
Township High School had a lot in store for the 2010-2011 
school year. With a 30 percent increase in membership this 
year, FBLA is one of the largest and most popular organiza-
tions. They are led by their advisers Mrs. Kalavrezos, Mr. 
Maly, Mr. Maullon, and their president Tiffany Liu. 
 MTHS FBLA does many activities throughout the year. 
They are especially involved in their community and take every 
possible opportunity to give back through community service.  
 For example, every year, MTHS FBLA members do-
nate their time to help with a bingo game day for the senior citi-
zens. Both the seniors as well as the students enjoys this experi-
ence and look forward to it every year. 
 A brand new event this year is a partnership with the 
Montville branch of Pathways for Exceptional Children.  Pathways for Exceptional Children is a non-profit agency that 
helps people with disabilities by providing supported life services. Every Tuesday and Thursday, from 4:30 to 6:00, MTHS 
FBLA sends 4-6 members per session to work with people with disabilities. These members work with the disabled on vari-
ous essential life skills such as working on powerpoints, cooking, math skills, reading skills, and working with computers. 
The students have been a great help in improving the skills of the person with disabilities they work with.   
 Besides being involved in community service, MTHS is also very involved in the competition side of FBLA. They 
had an excellent turn out at the Regional and States Leadership Conferences. At the RCE, a total of twenty members and 
groups placed in the top eight. At the SLC, Montville Township High School received ten awards. Overall, nine members 
from the Montville chapter will be attending the National Leadership Conference this year in Orlando, Florida. When asked 
about his experiences at the State Leadership Conference, Kaiwen Chen, the Membership Director of MTHS FBLA, says, 
“Overall, competing at states was a rewarding experience. Having moved onto nationals, I’m really looking forward to Or-
lando!”  
 All in all, the Montville FBLA chapter plans to continue its unique spirit of community service and contribution to-
wards FBLA for the years to come.  
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BY DANIEL ABRAHAM 
SOUTH BRUNSWICK HS 
 April 1st 2011. Since the beginning of the school year the South Bruns-
wick FBLA chapter has been preparing for this date to host the First Fight for 
Preemies Dodgeball Tournament. After all, what better way to spend your April 
Fools' Day than to knock around some of your fellow NJ FBLA members? 
 The chapter, under the direction of local chapter President and North Cen-
tral Region Vice President, David Li, made the preparations necessary to make 
sure it went off without a hitch. Committees were formed with specific focuses 
on everything from obtaining business sponsorships to gift baskets and food. Lo-
cal chapter Co-Vice President, Peter Traficante, did a phenomenal job announc-
ing during the game as well as singing the National Anthem to kick off the tour-
nament. The combined efforts of the entire chapter (officers, volunteers, and 
committee members) helped ensure the success of this event. 
 When asked about the tournament David Li responded, "To say putting on 
this tournament was a lot of work would be an understatement; however, the op-
portunities for fundraising and networking made it well worth the effort."   
 The tournament was indeed well worth it and turned out to be a huge suc-
cess for David Li and the rest of the South Brunswick chapter. The combined money raised from fundraising, business spon-
sorships, raffles, and donations totaled just over $3,400 for the March of Dimes!  Out of the eleven teams across the state 
competing, Hunterdon Central took home the trophy, winning the entire tournament! And South Brunswick's very own Vic-
torious Secret team placed second, securing the silver. Every team did a great job playing and keeping the audience enter-
tained until the very end! 
 Overall, the huge fundraising success and networking that went on between fellow NJ FBLA members made the 
tournament an event to remember. On behalf of the entire South Brunswick chapter, I would like to thank the March of 
Dimes and NJ FBLA for supporting and allowing us to do our part in raising significant funding for the premature babies. 

The winning team poses with their trophy 
after winning first place. 

BY LAURA SORICE 
OLD BRIDGE HS 

 On April 8, Piscataway High School hosted 
the 2nd Annual “Mission: Life Charity Basketball 
Game”. At the 2009 NLC in Anaheim, CA, Anthony 
Parascondola attended a workshop hosted by the 
March of Dimes. Inspired by their words of service, 
Anthony designed a charity basketball game between 
varsity basketball players and teachers in the district. 
In 2010, Piscataway High School FBLA hosted the 
event and raised $5,000 for the March of Dimes. 
 After establishing the foundation for a first 
year fundraiser, Piscataway FBLA set its goals even 
higher. They set a goal of  raising $5,500 for Autism 
Speaks; a non-profit organization that focuses on aid-
ing families that are affected by Autism. Months be-
fore April 8, Anthony and his team of 48 volunteers 

participated in a donation drive where each volunteer raised a minimum of $15. Additionally, 20 businesses in Piscataway 
made donations. When April 8 rolled around, 650 people came to the high school to the support the 2nd Annual “Mission: 
Life Charity Basketball Game.” The event included food, drinks, drawing baskets, a half-time performance, Autism Speaks 
merchandise, professional air-brush t-shirts, and so much more. Piscataway FBLA was proud to announce that they raised 
$6,800 for Autism Speaks, far exceeding their goal. Piscataway FBLA hopes to see members from each chapter at this 
event next year as PHS FBLA continues to impact another charity.  
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“New Jersey FBLA has experienced a fruitful year, bountiful in 
progress. From enhanced communication through Facebook inte-
gration and blog posts to the planning of the first annual "Fight for 
Preemies" Dodgeball Tournament supporting the March of Dimes, 
the state chapter as a whole has become a more unified, involved 
organization.” ~ David Li, State North-Central Vice President 
 
“There was much spirit and energy in our members. Thus, I was 
proud to be one of the thriving 11 assisting our members to make a 
difference in their lives and the lives of others. Their continuous 
support for our state chapter have been immense, and it is one that 
I will keep with me to serve as a member, the intangible meaning 
of teamwork, and the lengths we can go when 7,000 people join 
together as one. ~ KyungSun Lee, State Northern Vice President 
  
“2010-2011 was a landmark year for 
NJ FBLA. It was a top priority for 
the state officers to increase the ac-
tivity of membership which was evi-
dent when our chapter adopted inno-
vations such as the Community Ser-
vice Challenge and promoted pro-
grams such as Passport to Progress. 
Most of all, all members Created a 
Legacy individually and within the 
organization itself.” ~ Tim Mansure, 
State Southern Vice President 
 
"Summing up the accomplishments 
of our state chapter in a few words is 
a task I find impossible. On behalf of our 7,500 members and ad-
visers I will say that New Jersey FBLA reinvented itself this past 
year through innovative leadership and career development pro-
grams." ~ Evan Murphy, State Parliamentarian 
 
“Our state education system faced many challenges this year, fund-
ing was one that affected us the most. Despite the circumstances, 
our state chapter maintained our national membership ranking and 
reached many goals in the process. I am extremely proud of all our 
repeating and new members, and I am confident that the future 
state board will build upon the legacy we created this year.” ~ 
Vishva Mehta, State Membership Vice President 

"New Jersey FBLA made it a top goal to not only conduct commu-
nity service but raise awareness as well. Implementing new pro-
grams and circulating communication helped members, advisers, 
chapters, and New Jersey "Build a Better Tomorrow." ~ Chandler 
Bailey, State Community Service Vice President 
 
" This year, our state chapter has accomplished so much from get-
ting involved in the Government Awareness Program by meeting 
with our Congressmen at the Capitol during the NFLC to publish-
ing countless user-friendly guides on our state website.  I look for-
ward to further progress next year!” ~ Laura Sorice, State Historian 
 
“New Jersey FBLA has come so far this year. Our members not 
only have spirit and passion, but they worked harder than ever to 

reach their goals. As we look for-
ward to a new year of our state chap-
ter, I know that we will continue 
Breaking Barriers.” ~ Lindsey 
Casella, State Secretary 
 
“FBLA members have proven that 
when they set their minds to some-
thing, nothing that can get in the way 
of achieving it. I think that it is in-
spiring to look back on this past year 
at the hard work that our members 
contributed.  They inspire me every 
day” ~ Michael Harrington, State 
Central Vice President 
 

“I really enjoyed working on the state website. NJ FBLA made 
huge strides in adapting to a digital age of business. We incorpo-
rated technology into our organization and saw its undeniable posi-
tive impact.”~ Kulpreet Chilana, State Webmaster 
 
“Members and advisers of NJ FBLA experienced a year of Break-
ing Barriers. Their level of commitment and dedication enabled our 
state chapter to surpass our goals in immeasurable ways. As I con-
clude my journey as state president, it is rewarding to know that 
every member and adviser was a contributor to our state chapter’s 
success in Creating a Legacy.”  ~ Anthony Parascondola, State 
President  
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BY GRACE CHEN 
OLD BRIDGE HS 
 For a select group of com-
petitors and FBLA members, antici-
pation is slowly becoming para-
mount.  FBLA’s annual National 
Leadership Conference, which will 
be held in Orlando, Florida, from 
June 28 - July 1 is fast approaching! 
 The path to NLC was, as the 
pinnacle of the FBLA year, a long 
but rewarding process. First, mem-
bers competed at their Regional 
Competitive Events in January ear-

lier this year. Qualifying members then moved to compete 
at the state level at the State Leadership Conference from 
March 10 to 11. Preparation is ongoing for competition at 
the national level. 

 The National 
Leadership Confer-
ence will comprise 
of the crème de la 
crème – the best 
competitors from all 
over the nation. The 
opportunity to win 
is thus slim, but it 
makes success all 
the sweeter.  NJ is 
proud to be home to 
many past national 
winners. 

 Competition is not the sole focus of NLC, however. 
Members will have the opportunity to network with FBLA 

members from across the country, build valuable leadership 
skills, and even participate in national campaigns, whether it 
be as part of the campaign team, a voting delegate, or even a 

spectator. 
 In addition to the con-
ference, select  members will 
have the opportunity to attend 
the Institute for Leaders (IFL) 
from June 27-28, before the 
conference begins.  IFL is a 
leadership training workshop 
that is engineered to train 
members into becoming the 
best versions of themselves 
that they can be. 
 The proximity of the 

world-famous theme parks at Orlando – Disney, Universal 
Studios, SeaWorld, Epcot – serves as an attraction for mem-
bers to relax between workshops. So much stands to be 
gained from at-
tending – and the 
anticipation of all 
attendees is pal-
pable.  

 Orlando is 
the venue, but 
FBLA is the en-
tity. The agenda 
is success – creat-
ing a legacy and 
breaking barriers 
together.  Good 
luck at the NLC, 
everyone! 

Anthony Parascondola and Devon Tremont 
smile for the camera as they hold up the 
state banner before the closing session of the 
2010 NLC in Nashville, Tennessee. 

IFL proved to be a wonderful 
networking experience for 
those who attended last year. 

Amanda Mancini and her team accept their 
award for placing 10th at the national level for 
the Community Service Project. 


