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Attention NJ FBLA Members and Advisers! 
 It is already December and the four Re-
gional Competitive Events are just around the 
corner.  Buckle down on those study guides be-
cause each region will have a tough competition! 
Besides an array of competitive events, members 
have the opportunity to sign-up for the 2nd Annual 
NJ FBLA’s Got Talent!  Any talent you may have 
can be presented in front of your region in early 
January. Be sure to fill out a form under the Re-
sources tab on the NJ FBLA website (njfbla.org) 
and have it sent in to the State Office. 

 This year, a new national program is being introduced called the “Passport to Pro-
gress”. The main mission is to increase the local and state chapter involvement. An 
online system will be created on the revamped National website this December where 
local advisers can create an online “Passport to Progress” account. This account will 
contain activities that fall under four categories: Service, Education, Teamwork, and 
Progress. As chapters complete different activities, they will gain more and more points. 
These points will determine seating at the 2011 State Leadership Conference.  
 The state chapter has requirements as well, that we have to meet. For example, we 
have to raise a minimum of $10,000 for the March of Dimes. Once we complete that 
goal, New Jersey FBLA will gain points. State chapter points determine preferable seat-
ing at the 2011 National Leadership Conference in Orlando, Florida. With an attendance 
of 8,000 members and advisers, sitting in the back doesn’t sound like a thrilling option.  
 On December 15, all of the local advisers in FBLA will receive a detailed email 
about the Passport of Progress. They will see all of the activities for the local and state 
chapter level. When the online account is launched, I will send an email to the New Jer-
sey FBLA advisers on how to set-up the account. It is extremely fast and easy, and it 
even features a way for advisers to see how many points other state chapters have. 
 In these next couple of months, get involved with different activities so your 
chapter has the opportunity to discover new experiences. If you ever need any guidance 
or have any questions, feel free to contact your State Officer Team! 
 
Creating a Legacy Together, 

���������	
	����
��	�
Anthony Parascondola 

2010-2011 NJFBLA President 
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BY KAITLIN CHAUNG 
Old Bridge HS 

As one of the main statues on which FBLA is built, community service plays an im-
portant part in everyone’s lives, as it helps to build character and strengthen the relation-
ships between citizens and their communities. For those reasons, Community Service Vice 
President Chandler Bailey believes that as future business leaders, we should all take part 
and show support within our communities. 

“Because we are such representatives of future business leaders,” said Bailey, “we 
should go out there and make a difference. We should help out as much as we can.” 
 According to Bailey, the goals for this year include continued promotion of commu-
nity service, an emphasis on service—rather than monetary—donations, involvement in 
promotions for “going green”, and continued support for the March of Dimes. 
 In addition, the Community Service Challenge will begin on October 21 and it will 
conclude on February 4. All chapters must complete their Challenge hours within this time-
frame, and all hours will be tallied at the New Jersey State Conference, where the achieve-
ment of a 1,000-hour goal is anticipated. The challenge helps to place a greater emphasis on 
donations of time and service, said Bailey 

“Plenty of people in our own communities need help, and time can be just as valu-
able as money in some situations, because I know that is what I can do.” 
“Community service is a very personal thing. Whether it’s being a good friend to someone 
or actually going out to volunteer, it is very gratifying and does not have to involve money. 
Rather, it involves a personal feeling of, Wow, I made someone’s life a little bit better to-
day. And in the end, that’s all that matters.”  

Where can you find museums, monuments, the President, and 
oh… a bunch of knowledge-hungry FBLA-ers? That’s right…
Washington, DC, the venue of this year’s FBLA-PBL National 
Fall Leadership Conference. Over 2,200 students from 25 dif-
ferent states gathered from November 19-20 to attend over 50 
workshops, making it the largest NFLC this year. 

BY DARSHIL DHARIA 
Hunterdon Central HS 

FBLA members were plenty busy in D.C. this year.  Guest speakers, 
Alton Jamison and Richard Rowe spoke during the general sessions on Fri. and 
Sat., inspiring attendees to “break through the mental handcuffs” of life.  The 
National Officer Team also spoke during the general sessions, including NJ’s 
Anthony Parascandola (FBLA ER VP) and Usman Ahmed (PBL ER VP).  
Also, on Friday, November 19th, New Jersey gathered at the State Meeting get 
pumped up for the opening general session by doing a range of cheers and 
dances. 

Workshops helped members hone in 
on leadership skills.  Evan Murphy, 
NJ Parliamentarian from Wallkill 
Valley Regional HS, said, “The workshops were amazing, and I learned a lot. I 
took home so much from these sessions”. 
 One of the best parts about the conference was the opportunity to network. 
With over 2,200 kids, it was difficult to come back to New Jersey without at least 
one new friend.  
“Although I come from a small town in Washington,” says Abby Adams from 
Snohomish, Washington, “I made SO many new friends that I wouldn’t have been 
able to make if it weren’t for this trip. It was a lot of fun meeting new people.” 
 New Jersey really did ‘Break Barriers’ at the 2010 NFLC, and is on is on 
the way to ‘Creating a Legacy’! ���������	
	����
��	�	


�����������
��
��

�����������������
�	�����������������������



�

�



�

�

BY GRACE CHEN 
OLD BRIDGE HS 
 Since the executive board 
training session in August, Old 
Bridge High School FBLA has been 
in non-stop motion. Each committee 
of this local chapter has been striv-
ing to promote active business lead-
ership in a variety of ways. 
 The Partnership with Busi-
ness committee, for example, 
planned the 8th Annual Career Night, 
on November 16. At this event, 
members had the opportunity to in-
teract with business professionals 
and learn about a variety of careers. 
Previous speakers have included an 
FBI agent, a funeral director, and a 
mechanical engineer. This year, 
State President, Anthony Parascon-

dola, also attended to speak with 
members.  Additional goals for 
the year include recruitment of 
members for the Professional Di-
vision, and the establishment of 
workshops for students to net-
work with business professionals 
and enhance their career skills.  
 Old Bridge High School 
is working to further its contribu-
tions to the March of Dimes. The 
chapter’s annual efforts include 
participation in the annual March of 
Dimes Walk, the sale of bracelets 
and cutouts for donations to the 
charity. Ideas have been generated 
for bigger projects for the March of 
Dimes, including the Mile of Dimes, 
a project for which members aspire 
to raise change equivalent to the 

length of a mile when laid in a line.  
 As the 2010-2011 school 
year proceeds, the Old Bridge High 
School chapter of FBLA works to-
ward breaking barriers and preparing 
its members to build a better tomor-
row and create a legacy each and 
every day!  
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BY SWET PATEL 
PARSIPPANY HILLS HS 

Parsippany Hills FBLA is on 
the verge of Breaking Barriers; Creat-
ing a Legacy. With a rapid increase in 
membership in the past two years 
ago, Parsippany Hills FBLA became 
one of the leading organizations in 
Parsippany Hills High School.  Last 
year, Parsippany Hills had three 
members rank at nationals, something 
that has never happened before. A 
legacy is being created for the stu-
dents of Parsippany Hills. History 
was made for Parsippany Hills FBLA 
when Sunny Shah ran for State Par-
liamentarian. 

This year, members are eager 
to go to Regionals and compete. Pat-
rick Moon, a member for two years, 
said, “Last year I lost. This year I am 
going to win. End of story.” His mo-
tivation and aim has been set. His at-
titude perfectly reflects Parsippany 
Hills FBLA.  Additionally, many 
members have already set sights on 
competing at states. If there needed to 
be a summation of how Parsippany 
Hills FBLA felt, it would be, “Let’s 
do this!” 

Competition is only one side 
of the Parsippany Hills FBLA man-
tra. Besides competing, the organiza-
tion plans to have businesspeople 

come and talk to the members about 
professions, promoting the limitless 
possibilities of entering and succeed-
ing in the business industry.  More-
over, they plan to contribute to the 
March of Dimes by participating in 
the walk in the spring.  This year, the 
March of Dimes is a priority for the 
organization. 

The organization, to the mem-
bers of Parsippany Hills High School, 
is an outlet, which stems individual’s 
growth and creates a great foundation 
for leadership. With that being said, 
the passion and determination of Par-
sippany Hills FBLA will continue in 
years to come. 
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BY EVA WU 
WHIPPANY PARK HS 

With more than 160 members, 
Future Business Leaders of America is 
clearly popular in Whippany Park High 
School. The adviser of Whippany Park 
chapter of FBLA is Mrs. Pam Souto 
and the President of WP FBLA is 

Jocelyn Wang. They are both heavily 
involved in and devoted to FBLA.  

On October 17th, 2010, there 
was a huge turnout of Whippany Park 
FBLA members at the “Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer” Walk. Since its 
beginnings in 2007, this event has be-
come a tradition for WP FBLA.  This 
event took place in Parsippany, NJ. 
More than 30 WP FBLA students 
walked 3.5 miles holding signs with 
messages such as “WP FBLA, Making 
an Effort to Eradicate Breast Cancer”. 
In total, WP FBLA raised over $1,000 
for the American Cancer Society. An-
other project that WP FBLA had par-
ticipated in was an event called “One 
Day One School” where students beau-
tified the high school by planting trees, 
bushes, and flowers on Saturday, Octo-

ber 8th.  Members also helped the 
Community Soup Kitchen in Morris-
town, NJ with their annual Thanksgiv-
ing dinner and held a food drive. 

In order to achieve the goal of 
business education, the store is run by 
the FBLA members and open during 
lunch and after school.  The school 
store is FBLA’s main source of in-
come.  Students sell various snacks and 
beverages while obtaining good money 
management and business skills. 

WPHS also plans on selling 
stuffed animals to raise money for the 
March of Dimes. Finally, students will 
be volunteering at Care One, an elderly 
care facility. The organization hoped to 
use this as a continuation of their ser-
vice at Arden Courts last year, helping 
those with Alzheimer's. 

BY DAN ABRAHAM 
SOUTH BRUNSWICK HS 
 This year the South Brunswick 
chapter for Future Business Leaders of 
America has been doing a lot to get 
ready for the upcoming year.   
 First off we are proud to say 
that our number of registered members 
have gone up tremendously from the 
number last year.  
 Recently, the chapter has been 
preparing for the upcoming regional 
and state level competitions. This year 
for the first time ever, the officers im-
plemented a requirement that members 

test into their events, meaning that 
kids test in whatever event they want 
(and can try up to three different 
events) and the top two scorers get to 
actually compete in that event.  
 The chapter had two different 
testing days but on the first day alone 
more than three hundred tests were 
sent through the scantron machines! 
 Similarly, for the state events 
the advisors asked members to sign up 
to do presentations in front of them as 
a prerequisite for the event.  
 Hopefully these new methods 
will really help us to win at both state 

and regional competitions this upcom-
ing year!  
 Finally, preparations are under-
way for the March of Dimes dodge 
ball tournament for the North Central 
Region being held in South Brunswick 
High School in Spring 2011; the chap-
ter is very excited to host such an 
event and is really doing its best to 
make this a successful event.   
 Overall, exciting changes are 
well underway for this upcoming year 
for the South Brunswick chapter and 
we are quite excited to tackle every-
thing that is being thrown at us. 
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BY JUSTIN DIRE 
NORTHERN BURLINGTON COUNTY MS 
 Many people know about FBLA’s high school opportunities. However, 
few are aware of their middle level program. This program is in less schools 
then the high school level program. But, it is just as beneficial. 
 The main pro of this program is the knowledge. Participants can learn 
about an array of business topics. Anything from marketing to finance is cov-
ered. This allows members to find what they enjoy most about business. Stu-
dents can then learn more about the parts that interest them. This helps intro-
duce students into the world of modern business. 
 Another plus is the timing. In middle school, kids are still learning. It is 
a perfect time to gain knowledge. The knowledge gained in middle school is 
built upon in high school. Therefore, the more the kids know in middle school, 
the better they can build on it in high school. They can build their knowledge 
in FBLA or in regular school. The knowledge learned early helps build a foun-
dation for later learning. 
 Lastly, a middle level chapter can help other people in the community. 
For example, many chapters participate in community service. Also, they hold 
fundraisers for various charities as well as for the school. Our FBLA held a 
bake sale to help raise money. These little things add up over time. Service like 
this also helps show students the importance of helping your community. 
 In short, FBLA middle level programs are an opportunity students 
should take advantage of. They help introduce kids into the many parts of busi-
ness. They help create a base for students to build on later in high school. Fi-
nally, students get to help others through FBLA. Middle level chapters are 
very important and should be in more schools. 
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NJ FBLA is proud to say that it is home to a state with several thriving middle level chapters.  But, what 
are middle level chapters all about?  Directly from a middle level member himself, Justin DiRe tells NJ 

FBLA about the positive impact that middle level programs have on members. 

Secretary, Brian Barnes, above, and Vice 
president, Mike Prettyman, below, are part 
of the Northern Burlington Middle School 
chapter’s executive board.  
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While visiting Washington, D.C. for this years NFLC, the state officer team decided to take advantage of the nation’s capi-
tol by arranging meetings with congressmen or their aides to discuss the importance of Perkins Funding, a government 

awarded monetary grant for CTSO organizations like FBLA.  They encouraged these government officials to continue their 
support of FBLA by voting for Perkins Funding.  Here is a look at some of the officers at their meetings on Capitol Hill! 

BY AMULYA KATTIMANI 
JOHN P. STEVENS HS 

J.P. Stevens FBLA has devel-
oped a new program called the Fort-
night Buzz, a biweekly newsletter 
shared with its local members through 
email. 
 Why should you read it?   
 Do you plan on becoming a fu-
ture CEO of a major corporation? Is it 
necessary for you to know what's cook-
ing in the businesses around the globe?  
Do you care how the nation's economy 
is doing because it affects each of us? 
Should you be aware of the business 
leaders today, so that you can be a busi-
ness leader tomorrow?  Do you just 
want some new tips to perform better in 
life? 

 If you answered yes to one or 
more of these questions, the Fortnight 
Buzz is for you! 
 The main components of the 
Buzz include:  
What's Up: Current News - A peak at 
top news stories in business,  
Who's Who: Introduction to influential 
business personnel;, 
Why Business: Showcases how busi-
ness aspects are involved in almost 
every career.  
Tips to Learn: Our solutions and tips to 
your concerns/problems,  
Quote to Know: Something to consider 
and remember. 
 If you would like to subscribe to 
t he  Fo r tn igh t  Buzz,  ema i l 
fbla.fortnightbuzz@gmail.com 
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BY TIM MANSURE 
Northern Burlington Regional HS 
 Starting the first week of January 2011, FBLA Members across the state will meet to com-
pete and Break Barriers at the 2011 Regional Competitive Events. Each region will spend one 
day at Mercer County Community College starting with the Southern Region, followed by North-
ern Central, Northern, and finally the Central region. Members will compete in over 35 different 
events, elect Regional Vice Presidents, and show off their talents as they are Creating a Legacy. 
The winning competitors will be eligible to compete in March at the 2011 State Leadership Con-
ference.  
 With over 35 different events ranging from Business Communications to Marketing there is 
something for everybody. In fact, the “Five Faces” section of The Spotlight shows how certain 
events may apply to careers and occupations. The top eight members from each event will go on 
to the 2011 State Leadership Conference in March.  Even if you do not place, the FBLA Regional 
Competitive Events is a leadership-building experience.  
 During the Competitive Events, you will also be able to run, vote, or just observe the elec-
tion of NJ FBLA Regional Vice Presidents.  This election will determine the candidate who 
represents your region on the 2011-2012 State Officer Team. Visit candidate booths, listen closely 
to the speeches of candidates, view the delegates’ caucus, and if you are a delegate be sure to ask 
questions!  
 Finally, you will be able to enjoy FBLA’s Got Talent, a fun way to pass time with your re-
gion. This goes to show our talents are not just in leadership, but in performing as well. Be sure 
to review all the rules and guidelines, prepare and study for your event, and most importantly 
have fun with it! This is a great opportunity to meet others from your region and have a great 
time. Best of luck to all competing as this one of our first steps to Creating a Legacy.  


